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Tribute to a ship called President Madison 
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Category:  Common Interest - History 

Description: 

TRIBUTE A SHIP CALLED “PRESIDENT MADISON” 

In the summer of 1982, my family along with other freedom seekers left Vietnam in a small fishing 

boat. Our destination was set northerly toward Hong Kong Refugee Camp. On the third day of the 

journey, we came face to face with a major typhoon with high-velocity wind and extremely choppy 

water. Luckily, we were rescued by an American Ship Liner bearing ...the name President Madison 

which belonged to the President American Liner (PAL) shipping company. The ship was on its way 

from Hong Kong to Singapore.  

 

After being rescued, we were deposited at the Singapore Refugee Camp on Hawskin Road. Here, my 

shipmates began to their process of resettlement in different part of the world. To my knowledge, 

some were going to Canada, Australia, and the US. For my family, we chose to the US as our new 

home and arrived in July 5, 1983.  

 

As for me, my life continued on as anyone. However, a part of me had always felt that something 

still has not being completed. That is to find and to say “Thank you” to the one(s) who is responsible 

for the rescue of my boat from the angry sea and brought us to safety. I began my search after I 

graduate from college in 1993, but no prevail.  
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In the summer of 2003, I was astonished to receive a copy of The Sea Chest, Journal of the Puget 

Sound Maritime Historical Society, December 1991. It was sent to me by Ms. Patricia Hartle, from 

Seattle, WA, to whom I owned a great deal of gratitude. In it, there was a story of my boat being 

rescued and it was written by the late Captain Laurence Gellerman.  

 

Sadly, the Captain passed away in 2002 and his ash was returned to the sea, just outside of the San 

Francisco Bay. To Ms. Hartle, my fellow shipmates and my family is and will be forever in debt to 

the late Captain Laurence Gellerman and his crews.  

 

I would like to share the article along some of the pictures that were taken during the rescue. To 

those who had been in this situation like I was, you understand the incomputable value of these 

images. Should you have any comment or question, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Please share 

your stories too if you have then. Thanks.  

 

Ben Nguyen 

 

Privacy Type:  Open: All content is public. 

Contact Info Email:  bennguyen1@gmail.com 
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